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ABSTRACT

Technology has influenced the ways of educatioallalevels. For the educational practices to benéfom
technology in an optimum way, a nhumber of factesdito be taken into consideration. Two importantdrs of these are
attitudes of teachers and students towards theofiske computer in teaching-learning. But it is wémportant to know
the attitude of student teachers towards the usth@fcomputer in teaching learning because theytheeprospective
teachers of society. In order to become an efficéand effective teacher, the training periodstef prospective teachers
should be taken into consideration. The presentepaxamined the student teacher’s attitude towahgsuse of the
computer in teaching and learning. Respondents e student teachers of teacher education colledeklpaiguri
District. Attitude scale towards information tecthogy (Dr. Nasrin and Dr. Fatima Islahi 2012) wasedsto collect data
from the respondents. Findings revealed that mgjaf the student teachers have a positive attitosards the use of IT
in teaching-learning process and no significanfatiénce was found in attitude towards the use oinlthe teaching
learning process in relation to gender variable tBignificance difference was found in teachergiiest and acceptance

dimension of ASTITT scale in relation to gendeialzle.

KEYWORDS: Attitude towards the Use of Information Technolog§gacher Education, Student Teacher and Gender

Difference
INTRODUCTION

Society has given the highest respect to the Teschecause they are committed to bringing about the
comprehensive and harmonious development of thdestls personality. In 1906-1956, the program cdcler
preparation was called teacher training. It pregpdeachers as mechanics or technicians. It hadwarrgoals with its
focus being only on skill training. The perspectveteacher education was therefore very narrow isxdcope was
limited. As W.H. Kilpatric put it,—Training is given to animals and circus performevkjle education is to human

beings. Teacher education encompasses teachiisy skiind pedagogical theory, and professionakskil

Student teachers are the prospective teachersitAsi@ery important to nourish them with qualitgueation so
that they develop themselves as an effective afidegft future teacher. The curriculum of teachdueation programme
includes the development of professional skills] ase of information technology comes under thtegary. Hence it is
very important to know the attitude of student teas towards the use of information technologyeiaching-learning

process. Today, educators realize that computeratiy is an important part of a student's educatlategrating
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technology into a course curriculum is appropriatenhance and extend the learning experienceatmitlyy and students.
Use of online notes to extend topic discussions explore critical issues with students and collesgor discipline-
specific software to increase student understandindifficult concepts are the advantages of ICTud&nts come to
teacher education programme with varying degreesoofputer literacy. To use technology regularlysinecessary to
provide some basic skill level instruction to thedent teachers. But the outcome of this prograralways depends on
the attitude of the student teachers. Teacheritigitypically focuses on the explicit knowledge abtCT and its use in
teaching, while prospective teachers lack undedatgnand competence about how to really do it & ¢lkassroom. So,
research should be conducted on the attitude destuteachers towards the use of information teloigyoin teaching-

learning process.

Lim and Barnes (2002) in their case study describhed a teacher who succeeded in using a digitalicgtion
had long experience in using ICT in teaching, aadhhd the necessary attitude, skills, and knowledgeentify the
cognitive opportunities and limitations of the pragn, and to plan and organize activities to expteibpportunities and
address its limitations. In service, Teachers diffietheir age and gender, both of which are egasefaictors behind ICT
use found by (Karagiorgi & Charalambous, 2006)alstudy concerning teachers’ ICT training (conddidte the UK;
Galanouli, Murphy, & Gardner, 2004), the resultssaveomewhat negative. The main critical issues Mk of time
given to training, and the exploitation of teacheran time and expense, as well as the lack of eeh and social
support, and good equipment and resources. In ditNeurvey, two third of the teachers in the sthdg participated in
ICT training during the previous three years. Hoarewnly one-third of the teachers trust in th&ils and they have not

noticed that the training would have had an efecthe use of ICT in the classroom (Pedersen,e2@06).

Simply having ICT in schools will not guarantee itheffective use. Regardless of the quantity andlity of
technology placed in classrooms, the key to hoved¢himols are used is the teacher; therefore temchast have the
competence and right attitude towards technologgdé, 2005). Attitudes refer to one’s positive egative judgment
about a concrete subject. Attitudes are determinethe analysis of the information regarding thsuteof an action and
by the positive or negative evaluation of thesailtes(Ajzen & Fishbein, 1980). More positive attis towards the
computer were associated with a higher level of mater experience (Dyck & Smither, 1995; Teo, 2008)s also
reported that the attitude of pre-service and invise teachers towards computer and technologisstdin be improved by
integrating technology into teacher education (Zam@992). Findings have revealed a significanaitiehship exists
between computer attitude and its use in instihgtifor pre-service teachers (Khine, 2001). Receneldpments of
innovative technologies have provided new possidlito teaching profession but at the same time= hdaced more
demands on teachers to learn how to use thesediegies in their teaching (Robinson & Latchem, 200Student
teachers’ attitude towards ICT may provide usefigight into the future of technology integrationceptance and usage
in teaching and learning in Indian teacher educatitstitutions and other developing countries (hhath, 2011; Teo,
2008).

Rationale of the Study

Computer education is the most necessary educatitire present society. For each and every areaation
the teachers, administrators is using ICT as aglthe important part of ICT that is Computersithie responsibility of

teacher educator to make efficient and effectiveiriteacher so that they can adjust with the mewdt of society by

| NAAS Rating: 3.10- Articles can be sent to editor @ mpactjournals.us |




| Attitude Towards the Use of I nformation Technology in Teaching Learning Process Among Student Teachers 299 |

using a computer in teaching-learning process. Eleihdés very important to know the attitude ofd#ut-teacher towards
the use of IT in teaching and learning because Hreythe prospective efficient teacher. They shdwlow and learn
clearly all the method and strategies of teachingd kearning. Teacher attitudes toward computerrteldgy may be a

significant factor in the Implementation of compstén teaching and learning process.

Most of the researches were done on the percepmonattitude of school and college teachers aadhtr
educators towards the use of the computer in thehtrg learning process but it is very importanknow the attitude of
the student teacher. The investigator found thatrg few researches have been conducted in thigxim India as well
as in West Bengal. No study was conducted in thigext in the Jalpaiguri District. The investigabmiongs to this area.
In these districts, computer education is made ecdsopy in school. For that to know the attitudettid student teacher of
these districts towards the use of IT is very esakert will clearly describe their opinion on theroblems, importance,
interest, acceptance of information technology. réfuee, the investigator tried to investigate thetude of student

teachers of Jalpaiguri District towards the us&rdh the teaching learning process.

The Present Study is an Endeavor to Seek an Answir Some of the Important Questions Like:
What is the attitude of student teachers towardsiie IT in the teaching learning process?
How does gender determine the attitude towardsiskeof I T?

A significant and systematic study was conductedrswers these questions, so that the studentetesachn be

guided regarding the use of IT for their betterdmraic achievement.
Objectives of the Study
In the light of the above rationale, the main objess of the study were
* To study the attitude of student-teachers towardsise of IT.
* To compare the attitude of male and female stutkathers towards the use of IT.
Hypothesis

HO,: There is no significance difference in attitudevdods the use of IT between male and female student

teachers.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Design

By its nature, the study falls under the categdrgescriptive research. Thus, the survey method adapted to

determine the status of the present phenomenon.
Sample and Sampling Technique

Simple Random sampling technique was adopted &xtsalsample of 100 student-teachers wherein Sistu

teachers belonged to male and 50 student-teachéemtle.
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Research Tool

Attitude towards information technology tool deyadal by Dr. Nasrin and Fatima Islahi (2012) was Usedhis
study. The reliability of this scale was calculat@tie obtained Cronbach’s alpha is 0.89. The fadielity of the measure
is fairly high and content validity of this scalls@established by the panel of expert. The scakedeveloped using Likert
Method. It consisted of 30 highly discriminatingrits.

Data Analysis and Interpretation
Data analyses were done by using descriptive daceintial statistics.

Table 1: Interpretation of Scores According to ASTITT Scale

No of No of
No of % of male Female
Range of Raw Score Student Student Levels of Attitudes for IT
Student Student
Teachers Teachers
Teachers | Teachers
143 and above 4 4 3 1 Extremely favourable
126-142 8 8 5 3 Highly favourable
109-125 34 34 22 12 Positively favourable
85-106 32 32 10 22 Moderately favourable
68-84 11 11 3 8 Unfavourable
50-67 7 7 5 2 Highly unfavourable
49 and less 4 4 2 2 Extremely unfavourable
Total 100 100 50 50

The above table revealed that the male and feradest-teachers had a positively favorable attitideards the
use of ICT as the score on ASTITT falls betweenrtirege of 109-125 which is in accordance to Dr.riasnd Fatima
Islahi (2012). The scores were analyzed using MiftoOffice Excel 2007. The mean scores of malelesttrteachers

were 108.3 and of female student teachers wer&’ 100.
Gender Wise Difference of Student Teachers in Attitde towards the Use of IT in Teaching Learning Proess

Table 2: Significance of Difference between Attituds of
Male-Female Student Teamis Towards the Use of IT

Contrast | Variation No Mean SD SE “T” REMARK
Male Gender 50 108.3 28.3 Not
Female 50 100.7 23.12 517 1.47 significant

In the case of gender difference on attitude towdifdof student teachers, the calculated “t” 1.4&\iound to be
not significant as its value less than the tableieaThis was 1.98 at 0.05 level and 2.63 at Oeédkls. Thus the null
hypothesiH e, there is no significant difference in attitude tovards IT of student teachers in relation to their gader
variation was accepted.So, it reveals that the gender difference of sttideachers does not play an important role in

their attitude towards IT.
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Gender Wise Difference in Attitude towards Use of T of Students Teachers on Four Different Dimensions

Table 3: Component Wise Analysis of Data

Category Gender Mean SD SEp “T" Si;ﬁ;;ﬁzla(::ce Remark
IMPACT OF ICT E":rfale 22‘2.71‘; 4?;?;1 087 | 069 0.05 sigmﬁéam
:%ZSTESFULNESS oF E/l:rlr?ale 22442 421%20 0.83 112 0.05 sigr,::;?(t:ant
Egg%%ﬁﬂé E/l:rlr?ale 2243;.5730 44..92Ltl 0.91 0.91 0.05 sigr,::;?(t:ant
TEACHERS Male 30.20 5.21
LI\\IC;I'CEPREEPST'_I'A?\II\(I:DE Female 28.00 4.87 1 2.2 0.05 Significant

It is observed from the above table that the dlues offirst three -dimensions has found to be tkan the table
value 1.98 at 0.05 level of significance in 98 dagrof freedom, which is not significant. So to# hypothesis that there
is no significant difference in attitude towardsdffimale and female student teachers on the ingfddt, the usefulness of
IT, productivity for teaching, dimensions of IT aaecepted.

But the “t” value of teachers’ interest and accapéadimensions has found to greater than the teihlee 1.98 at
0.05 level in 98 degrees of freedom, which arei@gant. So the null hypothesis that there is rgniicant difference in
attitude towards IT of male and female studenttiees on teachers’ interest and acceptance dimensibiT was not
accepted. It was found that male student teacheté&sest was more than female student teachersséolT in their
classroom. Female student teachers highlightedtitleaimportance of ICT in teaching-learning processthey indicated

they were not so much comfortable to use of ICthair classroom.
RECOMMENDATIONS

As the difference was found in the attitude towarsls of IT between male and female teachers imtbeeest and
acceptance dimensions, and male teachers showedfavamrable attitude than female, it is very impattto develop the
attitude of female teachers towards use of IT lganizing some guidance and training programme ThifCthe field of
teacher education. The teacher education curricslionld include the practical use of ICT rathentbaly a theoretical

concept.
CONCLUSIONS

Teacher education is a means to support the 1QIE siistudent teachers. In-service training is ohthe ways in
which teachers typically have been given supporadhieve ICT skills. It helps to transform teachgmofessional
activities such as preparing lessons or administrafThe teacher's professional knowledge alwaygeldps through
practice, in classroom events and activities. Ithallenging to change or to develop their knowedgcause new
knowledge cannot be learned independently of tlu@tsdn in which it will be used. An attitude ofigent teachers toward
the use of IT indicates how they use IT in theaisskoom. In recent era use of IT in schools is essgntial to develop the
interest of the students in learning. Hence, itriportant to develop the attitude of student teexhewards use of IT in
their teaching-learning process especially for fienstudent teachers as they are the prospectiebaesnof future, in order

to develop the quality of teaching learning process
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